




4 THE ISLAND FREE SCHOOL

Platform One
My name is Freddie Homan
and every Saturday, I go to
PlatformOne rock school.

Rock school is a great way to
become a famousmusician.
You can play at gigs every
threemonths, with the songs
of your choice, and play

whatever instrument you like.
There is alsomany instructors
to help you and your band in
case youmight be struggling.
I would recommend to anyone
who loves to listen and play

music.

If you're looking for one of the traffic-
free cycle paths on the Isle of Wight,
they run between Cowes in the
North, Newport in the centre and
then south to Shanklin and Sandown
and east to Ryde. The only stretch of
cycleway outside this is in the west
between Yarmouth and Freshwater.

How are we getting around the
Island? Salve wants to know…we’ve
set up a poll at:
https://docs.google.com/forms/d/
1ENG7tVF-9nzTcmPVFWo--
X8LLTZuNWi0ByjRzvnNcbU/edit

Be sure to log in and let us know
how you get around…

Mr Lambert says:

"When I was young we had
something called the 'Student Rider'
this meant that we could go
anywhere on the island for 50p! "

The Great TIFS Travel Survey
Being a teenager on the Isle of Wight and not having a car can make
it really difficult to get around! Your only options: bike it, get a lift with your
parents or carers or travel by bus.
Loads of us use buses every single day to get to and from school, some of
us are trying to use our cars less, and we are constantly being
encouraged to get on our bikes…for our health and the environment.

Imagine hopping on a train in Ventnor and arriving in Bembridge twenty
minutes later! There once existed a 55 mile (89.3 km) network of railway
lines on the Isle of Wight. Now the railways tracks are overgrown and used
by ramblers and dog walkers and the stations have been repurposed as
cafés and restaurants. All that is left is a line running between Ryde
Pierhead and Shanklin.

So that leaves road travel… we’re too young to be driving around
ourselves so if we don’t want to rely on family and friends it’s the bus all
the way. There are 27 bus routes listed on the Island buses website, it
sounds like a lot! But Island bus routes radiate in and out of Newport, so if
you want to get from Ventnor to Freshwater you have to travel all the way
into Newport in order to travel all the way back…a journey of one hour 32
minutes versus 35 minutes direct travel in a car.

Cars are not a perfect solution; with petrol prices at historic highs, cars
being identified as an ongoing threat to climate and the increasingly poor
state of island roads jumping into a car is becoming a less attractive
option.

So bikes… everyone knows they are great for your health and great for the
environment…what’s not to love? But Island roads are in a state of
disrepair with some potholes big enough to damage car and lorry tyres
you are better using the 200 miles of cycle tracks criss-crossing the
island.


