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‘THE BAD NEWS IS
TIME FLIES.
THE GOOD NEWS IS
YOU’RE THE PILOT.’
MICHAEL ALTSHULER

I

t seems only yesterday that you all arrived for
the first day of year 7 all fresh faced and
excited. Yet time has slipped by and we must
now begin to prepare you for the next phase of
your education.

For the first two years of secondary school you
have followed a broad range of academic
subjects and now, as you enter Key Stage
Four, you will for the first time have a say in the
subjects you wish to study for the next three
years.
In September you will return to school, blazers
on, ready to begin your GCSE programme
of study. We will then have three years to
prepare you for public examinations in each of
these subjects at the end of year 11. Public
examination is really important. Achieving good
grades increases your options in life, most
immediately with regard to entry into 6th form
and later into university. We therefore do all we
can to ensure all TIFS pupils perform to their
potential.

The first step on this journey is choosing the right
subjects for your success. As you are aware, all
pupils study for the English Baccalaureate
(Maths, English (Literature and Language),
Combined Science Trilogy, either History or
Geography and a Language). Pupils will also
study for two optional GCSE subjects. Extra
GCSEs will
also be offered as part of the extra-curricular
programme throughout Key Stage Four.
The process for choosing the right GCSE
subjects is outlined in this booklet and, as
always, your mentor is there to support you every
step of the way.
Kind regards,

Mr S. Boyd
Headmaster
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PATHWAYS
Where could your options lead?

During Key Stage 4, you will develop the knowledge, skills and confidence to explore
opportunities beyond GCSE study, into further education, training and employment. The
information below details where our past pupils have gone on to study, which may be helpful to
consider when choosing your GCSE options.
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GCSE ENGLISH
LITERATURE &
LANGUAGE
Exam Board: AQA

What will I learn?
English GCSE will encourage
you to read a greater range of
challenging literature and non
fiction texts.
English Literature:
Subject Content
• Shakespeare and the 19th
Century novel
• Modern texts and poetry
English Language:
Subject Content
• Explorations in creative reading
and writing
• Writers’ viewpoints and
perspectives
• Non-exam assessment.

How will I be assessed?
English Literature:
All assessments are closed book,
end of course exams. Two papers
will be sat, one focusing
on Shakespeare and 19th Century
Literature; the other focusing on the
modern text and poetry.
English Language:
All texts in the examination will be
unseen. The two examinations focus
on the ability to read and interpret a
variety of texts as well as writing for
a range of audiences and purposes

Are there any entry requirements?
No, although reading a wide variety of
texts will benefit the study of a wide
range of materials.
Where could it lead?
A-Levels in English Language and
Literature and further university study.
Studying GCSE English Literature and
Language will also lead to a wide
variety of careers including journalism,
creative writing, teaching, editing,
copywriting, social work, public
relations, charity work and publishing.
What would complement this
course?
GCSE Latin, Drama.

GCSE MATHEMATICS
Exam Board: Edexcel

What will I learn?
You will learn to use and apply a
range of standard techniques,
involving recall and an ability to
accurately carry out routine
procedures. You will also be expected
to develop higher-level skills such as
reasoning, interpretation and
communication on the one hand, and
solving problems in context on the
other. At least half the marks are
awarded to these higher level skills,
i.e. being able to use maths to solve
typical “real-world” problems.

How will I be assessed?
100% examination at the end of
the course.
Three exam papers, one noncalculator and two calculator,
each 1hr 30m.

Where could it lead?
A-Level in Maths or Further Maths.
The subject is an essential part of
many courses and future careers,
especially in science and
engineering.

Are there any entry
requirements?
No, maths is compulsory.

What would complement this
course?
Sciences, especially Physics.
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GCSE COMBINED SCIENCE
TRILOGY
Exam Board: AQA

What will I learn?
GCSE Combined Science provides
the foundations for understanding
the material world. Scientific
understanding is changing our lives
and is vital to the world’s future
prosperity. You will be taught
essential aspects of the knowledge,
methods, processes and uses of
science.
Practical work is an intrinsic part
of science and practical skills will
continue to be developed throughout
this course. There are 16 practicals
that you will carry out and write up
during the course, as elements from
a number of the practicals will be
assessed in the written
examinations.

How will I be assessed?
You will be entered for
either Foundation or Higher tier
examinations.
There are six exams in
total. Two for Biology, two for
Chemistry and two for Physics.
All of the papers are 1 hour and
15 minutes in length. Question
styles include multiple choice,
structured, closed and open
short answer questions, with
emphasis on knowledge and
application.

Are there any entry
requirements?
No.
Where could it lead?
Many jobs require a scientific
background for example medicine,
engineering, dentistry, research
posts.
What would complement this
course?
Geology and PE.

GCSE TRIPLE
SCIENCE
Exam Board: AQA

What will I learn?
Studying the separate Sciences of
Biology, Chemistry and Physics means
that you will cover more content and to
a greater depth than the GCSE
combined Science course. The triple
Science course will provide excellent
preparation for AS and A-Level studies.
Practical work is an intrinsic part
of science and practical skills will
continue to be developed throughout
this course. There are 8 practicals
in each subject that you will carry out
and write up during the course.
Elements from the designated
practicals will be assessed in the
written examinations.

How will I be assessed?
Each of the Science disciplines
can be examined in either
Foundation or Higher tier. There
are two examinations for each
discipline, each exam is 1 hour 45
minutes long.
Each paper will assess knowledge
and understanding from different
topics to assess you on your
scientific ability.

Are there any entry
requirements?
No entry requirements, but a
good level of numeracy and
literacy is essential.
Where could it lead?
Triple Science is essential if
you are considering a career
connected to Science,
medicine, dentistry, veterinary
work, engineering.
What would complement this
course?
Geology and PE.
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GCSE GEOGRAPHY B

INVESTIGATING GEOGRAPHICAL
SKILLS
Exam Board: Edexcel

What will I learn?
There are three parts to the
course:
1. Global Geographical Issues:
Hazardous Earth: tropical storms,
earthquakes and volcanoes.
Development dynamics: why are
some countries richer than others?
Challenges of an urbanising world:
how have cities changed and what
are the issues in a ‘megacity’?
2. UK Geographical Issues:
The UK’s evolving physical
landscape. How do coasts change
and how does this cause conflict?
The UK’s evolving human landscape.
How have cities in the UK changed?
Fieldwork – there are two
compulsory field trips, one human
and one physical.

3. People and Environmental Issues:
Making Geographical Decisions.
People and the biosphere
(environment and ecosystems),
Forests under threat and consuming
energy resources.

How will I be assessed?
3 x 1.5 hour exams at the end of the
Year 11.
Skills you will need to develop will be
map skills, graphical (graph) skills as
well as numerical and statistical
(maths) skills.

Are there any entry
requirements?
No.
Where could it lead?
A levels in Geography, Geology,
Environmental Science. BTEC in
Travel and Tourism.
What would complement this
course?
Geology and History.

GCSE HISTORY
Exam Board: Edexcel

What will I learn?
The specification that we will be
following asks historical questions
that encourage you to investigate key
ideas and develop skills in enquiry
and investigation from the three
course components
listed below:
• Thematic study and historic
environment: Medicine in Britain
c1250-present and the British
sector of the Western Front,
1914-18: injuries, treatment and
the trenches. Part of this involves
a site visit.
• Period study and British depth
study: The depth studies will be
Henry VIII and his ministers,
1509–40 and the thematic study
will beThe American West,
c1835-c1895

• Modern depth study: Weimar and
Nazi Germany 1919-39
How will I be assessed?
Each part of the course has a
separate exam at the end of the Year
11. Skills to be developed will be:
source work skills, looking at historical
sites, developing your knowledge and
understanding of topics studied at
KS3.
Are there any entry
requirements?
No.

Where could it lead?
A levels in History, Politics,
English and Law. The skills
developed lend themselves to
careers in TV and media
research, teaching, museum
curation, heritage industry, law,
politics, civil service, police
service, journalism,
archaeology, marketing.
What would complement this
course?
GCSE English, Media Studies
and Latin.
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GCSE FRENCH
Exam Board: AQA

What will I learn?
You will be immersed in the
French language through the four
language learning skills: reading,
writing, speaking and listening.
The course is examined by AQA
and builds on the course that we
have been following in Year 8.
Language learning will be
supported with course materials
such as textbooks and audio/
visual software.
You will focus on how the
language works through a variety
of current themes.
As part of this course, pupils may
be offered the opportunity to visit
France.

How will I be assessed?
GCSE French has a Foundation
Tier
(grades 1–5) and a Higher Tier
(grades 4–9). You must take all
four question papers at the same
tier. The papers are:
Paper 1: Listening (25% of GCSE)
Paper 2: Speaking (25% of GCSE)
Paper 3: Reading (25% of GCSE)
Paper 4: Writing (25% of GCSE)

Where could it lead?
Pupils with a modern foreign
language could train in
interpreting, translation, teaching
(UK and abroad), journalism,
international vocations.
What would complement this
course?
English and Geography.

Are there any entry
requirements?
You will need to have the discipline
to work on all four areas of the
language both in school and
outside of school.

GCSE LATIN
Exam Board: WJEC Eduqas

What will I learn?
You will continue learning Latin
through the Cambridge Latin
Course, working up to Book V.
Just as with the Cambridge Latin
Course, the The WJEC Eduqas
GCSE in Latin aims to provide a
foundation in linguistic and cultural
competence, enabling learners to
gain knowledge and
understanding of the Roman world
through reading and responding to
its language and literature.

How will I be assessed?
Written examination 1:
1 hour 30 minutes (50%):
Section A – A range of short
comprehension questions testing
understanding of a storyline (55%).
Translation of a passage from Latin
to English (35%).
Section B – Translation from English
to Latin and Grammar work (10%)
Written examination 2:
1 hour 15 minutes (30%)
Latin Literature and sources openbook assessment.
Written examination 3:
1 hour (20%)
A prescribed topic of Roman
Civilisation.

Are there any entry
requirements?
You must have achieved 60% or
more on the end of Book I test. Be
willing to revise regularly and work
hard out of the classroom on
vocabulary and grammar.
Where could it lead?
Pupils graduating in Classics and
Latin progress to careers in diverse
fields ranging from languages, law,
medicine, journalism and heritage.
What would complement this
course?
History and Sciences.
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GCSE SPANISH
Exam Board: AQA

What will I learn?
You will be immersed in the Spanish
language through the four language
learning skills: reading, writing,
speaking and listening.
The course is examined by AQA
and builds on the course that we
have been following in Year 8.
Language learning will be supported
with course materials such as
textbooks and audio/visual software.
We will focus on how the language
works through a variety of current
themes.
As part of this course, pupils may be
offered the opportunity to visit Spain.

How will I be assessed?
GCSE Spanish has a Foundation
Tier (grades 1–5) and a Higher Tier
(grades 4–9). Pupils must take all
four question papers at the same tier.
The papers are:
Paper 1: Listening (25% of GCSE)
Paper 2: Speaking (25% of GCSE)
Paper 3: Reading (25% of GCSE)
Paper 4: Writing (25% of GCSE)
Are there any entry
requirements?
You will need to have the discipline to
work on all four areas of the language
both in school and outside of school.

Where could it lead?
Pupils with a Modern Foreign
Language could train in
interpreting, translating, teaching
(UK and abroad), journalism,
international work & Spanish
studies.
What would complement this
course?
A passion for language learning,
code-breaking and an interest in
English and Geography.

GCSE COMPUTER
SCIENCE
Exam Board: AQA

What will I learn?
You will be encouraged to think
creatively, logically and
analytically; to analyse problems
in computational terms. Pupils
will have the opportunity to
design, write and debug
computer programmes through
practical experience of problem
solving.

How will I be assessed?
The course is externally examined
Paper 1: Computational Thinking and
Problem Solving
This paper is worth 50% of the whole
GCSE and assess a pupils practical
problem solving skills and
computational thinking skills.
Paper 2: Written Assessment
The paper assess pupils theoretical
knowledge and understanding of data
representation, computer networks,
cyber security and ethical and
environmental impacts of digital
technology. The paper is worth 50%
of the GCSE.
Programming Project: Pupils will
produce a computer programme in
response to a project set by the exam
board. A written report accompanies
the project.

Are there any entry
requirements?
While there are no formal entry
requirements, involvement in
programming 101 or 102 would be
beneficial.
Where could it lead?
There are many exciting careers
that Computer Science prepares
pupils for: web designer, games
developer, software engineer, data
analyst to name a few.
What would complement this
course?
Other Science subjects
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GCSE MUSIC
Exam Board: EDEXCEL

What will I learn?
-To develop and demonstrate your
musicianship through performing,
composing and appraising
-To perform as part of an ensemble
-To compose freely and to a set
brief
-To demonstrate knowledge and
understanding of musical elements,
musical contexts and musical
language through the study of four
areas of music including:
-Instrumental Music 1700 – 1820
-Vocal Music
-Music for Stage and Screen
-Fusions

How will I be assessed?
Performing 30% internally
assessed; externally moderated
-Composing 30% internally
assessed; externally moderated
-Listening Exam (1hr 45min) based
on the four areas of music studied
40%; externally assessed
Are there any entry
requirements?
You should be at least Grade 2
standard on an instrument or
singing and continuing or starting
one to one lessons with an
instrumental / vocal tutor.

Where could it lead?
A-Level Music, BTEC Music,
Platform One, Performing Arts
Courses. A variety of careers in:
performing, composing, music
producing, recording
engineering, A&R, teaching,
music therapy, music journalism,
promoter, tour and artist
management, arts
administration, instrument
technician.
What would complement this
course?
GCSE Drama or Dance

GCSE PE
Exam Board: AQA

What will I learn?
Applied anatomy & physiology;
- The structure & function of the
cardio-respiratory system
- Structure and function of the
musculoskeletal system
Types of training
How to optimise training & prevent
injury
Sport psychology;
- Use of goal setting to enhance
performance
- How arousal affects performance
- Develop knowledge on personality
types and how these suit different
sports
Socio-cultural influences;
- Types of sponsorship & the media
- Positive & negative effects of
technology
- Ethical issues in sport.

How will I be assessed?
Two 1 hour 15 mins exams evenly
weighted at 30% each. (60%)
Practically assessed in 3 activities
(30%)
Analysing and evaluating
performance (10%)
Are there any entry
requirements?
A love and passion for both the
practical and theoretical side of
sport.
To be competing in a sport out of
school and/or the understanding
of picking at least one sporting
enrichment each term.

Where could it lead?
A level PE and BTEC courses
Universities offer various
courses such as Sports
Science, Sports Coaching,
Sports Journalism or even
Sports Photography, leading on
to careers such as: coaching,
sport and exercise science,
personal training, outdoor
education.
What would complement this
course?
Double or triple GCSE Science.
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GCSE DANCE
Exam Board: AQA

What will I learn?
Dance is a powerful and empowering
form of non-verbal communication
and it is both physical and
expressive. Dance develops creative,
imaginative, physical, emotional and
intellectual capacities. Through the
GCSE course you will focus on the
three key areas of: performance,
choreography and dance
appreciation. You will explore set
professional pieces of dance as well
as having a critical appreciation of
your own work. You will have the
opportunity to perform solo work as
well as working on duets, trios and
group pieces.

You will be able to choose the
style of dance you wish to
perform and choreograph within,
providing it meets the
assessment criteria.

How will I be assessed?
Component 1- Performance and
Choreography
(60%- internally marked,
externally moderated)
Component 2- Dance Appreciation
(40%- Written Exam- 1hr 30mins)

Where could it lead?
A-Level Dance,
University Study or Dance
School.
Possible career routes include:
Dancer, Choreographer,
Personal Trainer, Theatre
Director, Community Arts
Worker.
What would complement this
course?
GCSE PE, Drama, Music.

Are there any entry
requirements?
Suitability for the course will be
considered on an individual basis.

GCSE DRAMA
Exam Board: OCR

What will I learn?
GCSE Drama is an exciting
opportunity to explore the subject
from a range of perspectives by:
- creating your own original
performance work
- performing the work of published
playwrights
- as theatre reviewers, developing
your own thoughts on what makes
drama and theatre successful
- as creative artists building and
bringing a character to life through
exploration and rehearsal.
How will I be assessed?
The course is made up of three
units: 60%- Non-exam assessments
Unit 1- Devising Drama – creating
your own piece of original Drama
using a given starting point.

Unit 2- Text Performance – the study
and performance of extracts of a
script. Both of these units are
supported with a written portfolio.
40%- Exam assessment
Unit 3- Written exam 1hr 30mins
The exam will assess your knowledge
and understanding
of a further script. You will also review
a performance you have seen during
the course.

Are there any entry requirements?
No, but an interest in performing is key
as you will be assessed on your
performance skills in your practical
work. Your teacher will have a 1-1
conversation with you about this prior
to the course starting if necessary.

Where could it lead?
A-level in Drama and Theatre
Studies. University study or
Drama School progression routes,
with possible careers in:
Acting, broadcasting, theatre
production, theatre and stage
management, special effects,
teaching.

What would complement this
course?
GCSE Dance, Music, English.
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GCSE MEDIA
Exam Board: EDUQAS

What will I learn?
As a GCSE Media Studies pupil,
you will analyse how media
products like TV programmes and
music videos use images, sounds,
language, and representations to
create meaning. You will learn
about the media industry and how
the industry affects how media
products are made. You will
investigate media audiences,
exploring who are the people who
watch, read and consume the
products, and consider how
different people might be affected
by media products differently, and
why.

How will I be assessed?
Exploring the Media: Written
examination: 1 hour 30mins (40%)
Understanding Media Forms and
Products: Written examination: 1
hour 30mins (30%)
Creating Media Products : Nonexam assessment: Media
Production (30%)
Are there any entry
requirements?
No.

Where could it lead?
A Level study in Media, Film,
English, Humanities and Social
Sciences. Looking further ahead,
over 100 universities offer courses in
Media and Communications Studies
in the UK.
This could lead to careers in TV and
film production, advertising,
journalism, interactive media, digital
marketing, technical production,
special effects, web design and
post-production.
What would complement this
course?
Computer Science, Drama, Graphics,
Art and English Literature.

GCSE ART & DESIGN
(PHOTOGRAPHY)
Exam Board: AQA

What will I learn?

You will learn about a variety of
photographic media, techniques and
processes including video, traditional
(chemical) and digital media. Drawing
and writing are important components
of all Art & Design courses and you
will learn how to analyse your own
work and the work of professional
photographers and
artists.

How will I be assessed?
Unit 1 Portfolio Coursework 60%
You will create a portfolio of work,
which demonstrates your working
process (via sketches, notes, studies
etc.) as well as the final products.
You must evaluate and make
informed connections with the work of
professional artists and
photographers.

The themes are set by the teacher in
year 9 and 10 and you will choose
from a selection of themes in year
11.
Unit 2 Externally Set Assignment
40%
You will choose a starting point from
a list of themes set by the exam
board. Over three months you will
produce preparatory work prior to
the final 10 hour period which is
usually completed over two days.

Are there any entry
requirements?

A desire to explore ideas and
experiment with photographic
techniques both in the darkroom and
using computer software. A DSLR
camera and access at home to a
computer and the internet are
highly recommended.

Where could it lead?

Potential careers in press
photography, editing, advertising,
fashion photography or styling, the
film industry or forensic
science.

What would complement this
course?

Photography may offer a highly
creative, technical and hands-on
alternative to other subjects you may
be studying at GCSE.
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GCSE ART & DESIGN
(TEXTILE DESIGN)
Exam Board: AQA

What will I learn?

You will learn basic textiles skills, using a
variety of hand and machine techniques,
which might include batik, felt, screenprinting and applique. This will include
designing, researching, making and
evaluating textiles products. Drawing and
writing are important components of all Art &
Design courses and you will learn how to
analyse your own work and the work of
professional designers.

Homework is set regularly and is
integral to the portfolio.
Unit 2 - Externally set assignment
40% You will choose a starting
point from a list of themes set by
the exam board. Over three
months you will produce
preparatory work prior to the final
10 hour period which is usually
completed over
two days.

Where could it lead?
You may continue to study at A
level which can lead to a career
in fashion design and
journalism, costume design,
print design, blogging.
What would complement this
course?
English and Drama.

How will I be assessed?

Unit 1 - Portfolio Coursework 60%
You will create a portfolio of work, which
demonstrates your working process (via
sketches, notes, textile studies etc.) as well
as the final products. You must evaluate and
make informed connections with the work of
artists and textile designers. The themes are
set by the teacher but you are encouraged
to make a personal response.

Are there any entry
requirements?
You should be creative,
independent and imaginative.
You should have an interest in
fashion.

GCSE ART & DESIGN
(ART, CRAFT & DESIGN)
Exam Board: AQA

What will I learn?
You will be introduced to a variety
of materials and techniques and
will learn about artists’ work
through research and gallery
visits. Drawing and writing are
important components of all Art &
Design courses and you will learn
how to analyse your own work and
the work of professional artists.
How will I be assessed?
Unit 1 - Portfolio Coursework 60%
You will create a portfolio of work,
demonstrating your working
process through a variety of
materials. You must evaluate your
art and make informed connections
with the work of
professional artists and designers.

The themes are set by the teacher
but you are encouraged to make a
personal response. Homework is set
regularly and is integral to the
portfolio.
Unit 2 – Externally Set Assignment
40%You will choose a starting point
from a list of themes set by the exam
board. Over three months you will
produce preparatory work prior to
the final 10 hour period which is
usually completed over two days.

Are there any entry
requirements?
You should be creative, independent
and imaginative and want to express
your ideas using a variety of media,
including computers.

Where could it lead?
You may continue to study at A
level, which may lead to a degree
in various areas of Art and Design,
for example Architecture, Interior,
Graphic or Product Design,
Fashion, Photography, Graphic
Design and Fine Art.
What would complement this
course?
Art combines well with almost any
subject. The discipline of
independent study and thought is
an extremely useful one to acquire.
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GCSE GEOLOGY
Exam Board: WJEC

What will I learn?
1. The formation of minerals;
igneous rocks; sedimentary rocks;
metamorphic rocks; deformation of
rocks by folding and faulting.
2. The rock cycle; plate tectonics;
geochronology; global temperature
and sea level change; the UK
through time; origin and
development of life on earth.
3. Planetary geology
4. Earthquakes, volcanoes,
landslides, tsunamis; level of hazard
risk and accurate prediction.
5. Oil and gas prospecting; mining
and mineral prospecting;
hydrogeology – dams and using
underground water; environmental
geoscience – waste disposal,
polluted water, soil; geotechnical
work – constructing dams, road
cuttings, tunnels.

How will I be assessed?
Component 1 - Geological
Principles
On-screen exam. 1 hr 15 mins.
50% of qualification
Component 2 - Investigative
Geology
Written exam. 1 hr 30 mins. 50%
of qualification
Are there any entry
requirements?
Good Scientific knowledge; an
interest in rocks, minerals, earth
history or the physical landscape.

Where could it lead?
Careers in the mining industry, oil
and gas exploration, hazard
evaluation, water supply,
geological mapping, engineering,
geochemistry, geophysics,
palaeontology, study of climate
change.

What would complement this
course?
Science, Geography.
Note:
There is a field trip to Wales
undertaken as part of this course,
in Year 9.
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GCSE COURSE SELECTION

YOU WILL RECIEVE AN ONLINE FORM TO COMPLETE VIA EMAIL,
PLEASE COMPLETE AND SUBMIT THIS BY MIDDAY ON FRIDAY 8TH
MAY 2020
BELOW IS AN EXAMPLE OF OUR USUAL FORM, FOR YOUR REFERENCE,
SO THAT YOU CAN SEE WHICH CHOICES YOU NEED TO MAKE
Pupil Name
Mentor Group

CORE CURRICULUM
All pupils will take the following GCSE courses:
3
3
3

English Literature and Language
Maths
Combined Science Trilogy

CORE OPTIONS
Pupils must pick one subject from each of the following boxes.
Please select one from the following
(please tick):

Please select one from the following
(please tick):
Latin
French
Spanish

FURTHER OPTIONS
Pupils must pick a further two options, one from each box.
Please select one from the following
(please tick):
Dance
Drama
Music
PE
Media Studies
Geology
Triple Science

Drama
Music
PE
Textiles
Photography
Art and Craft
Computer Science
Triple Science

