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Year 7 - Home Birds

T

“I had a really good time, you should definitely try it out” - Joel P

he week started with a very exciting session of Arrow tag, a human arrow tag game
in which the pupils challenged one another and tried to avoid getting hit by the
flying arrows. We then headed to Freshwater Bay for a spot of lunch and a team effort
beach clean. The pupils collected plastics, wire, and general waste completing a great haul.
Afterwards, we travelled to Compton beach to study the scenery and make detailed sketches of
the beach and cliffs, the sun came out above us, as did a paraglider, and what a sight it was!
Tuesday started off with biscuit decorating and eating, followed by a visit to Carisbrooke
Castle to complete a scavenger hunt and tour of the site. The pupils enjoyed the museum and
answered lots of historical questions as we completed the tour.
Wednesday started with a calm wildlife morning, learning about garden birds. We then
began making our very own birdfeeders using recycled bottles, tissue paper and sunflower
seeds. The creative morning continued with stone painting, using our stones gathered from
the beach earlier in the week, and acrylic paints for our designs. We then left for Isle jump,
filled with excitement. The pupils enjoyed a fun packed session of dodgeball, free bounce
and bounce based target games. After all the excitement we ended the day with a film and
popcorn to shelter from the rain.
Thursday was a day everyone was very much looking forward to; a full day at Tapnell Farm! We
toured the park, fed the lambs, had a ‘meet and greet’ with the rabbits, guinea pigs and baby
chicks, got to feed the wallabies by hand and learnt many interesting facts about the farm’s
meerkats and other residents. The pupils also burnt off some energy racing on the go karts,
bouncing on the giant pillow and making their way to the top of the climbing wall.
Finishing our exciting week on the Friday, we visited the Donkey Sanctuary. First, we were taken
on a tour of the farm learning how the sanctuary look after the donkeys, stories of past and
present donkeys and the stories behind some individuals. We got to fed the donkeys, taught
how to groom their coats, we even got a fun packed session leading Shetland Ponies over mini
jumps which was very eventful indeed.
e finished our day with a nice game of cricket on Shanklin beach and delicious ice
creams to cool us down.

Isle Hike

T

W

wenty-one Year 9 pupils went out on their 100+km hike across the Island. On the first day, we planned our maps and did some
team activities. Then we walked down to the scout hut where we set up our tents and played some games. On Tuesday, in the
pouring rain, we set out at 9:30 am for our first 26km walk from Ventnor to Compton Farm. After we reached Compton we got
to relax for a while before setting up for the night. Inspired by the DofE walks, the two groups made some tortellini for their evening
meal. We all woke up bright and early Wednesday and started the second leg of our hike which was a 28km walk from Compton to Corf
Camp via the Needles, where we stopped off for some mini golf and ice cream! When we arrived at Corf Camp we were greeted with
some games of archery and Mr. Quinlan buying vast amounts of takeaway pizza! On Thursday we started the longest walk of them all;
the walk from Corf Camp to Bembridge. We had to get the bus from Newport to Ryde and then hike from Ryde to Bembridge. As we
entered Bembridge Mr. Quinlan and Mr. Hooper told us that we couldn’t enter the scout hut till 8 pm, so we went to a restaurant to have
some food before we went in to the hut. Finally, it came to the last day of our hike - our 18km walk from Bembridge back to School. This
walk consisted of another game of mini golf along Sandown seafront. When we got back to school on Friday we had a quick debrief
about the week and can now say that we have walked 128km around the Island!
By Harry P

FRED’S FLEDGLING REPORT

YEAR 9 ON ISLAND

During activities week, the home-stayers in yr 8 took part

Year 9 pupils who stayed on the island for
Activities Week spent their mornings revising
for their end-of-year exams. Pupils worked
independently and impressed staff with their
conscientious approach to their revision.
In the afternoons, pupils enjoyed a series
of different fun activities. These included
building parachutes for an egg (later
launched out of a second storey window), a
games afternoon of bingo, a quiz and beetle
drive, building bridges out of marshmallows
and spaghetti and finally launching their very
own rockets! At the very end of the day,
pupils could choose between two films to
watch as part of cinema club. Overall, the
week was a huge success.

in a multitude of interesting activities, from Dragons Den to
visiting Osborne House. It would be an understatement to
say that they had a great week. If there was an opportunity
to do it again we’d all enjoy it just as much. We began by
tidying Ventnor beach and had a lovely ice cream from
Crave to follow this. We vistited ‘The Island Activities
Centre’. During the week we tried our hand at Dragons Den
with fierce dragons Ms Burnley, Miss Peters, Mrs Wells and
Mr Wright. On our penultimate day we travelled all the way
to Carisbrooke to see the grand castle. And finally, we went
to Osborne House. At Carisbrooke Castle Mr Green and
Miss Peters gave excellent information, from ghost stories
to the quickest escape route for Charles I. B
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JULY 2019

THE LATEST NEWS FROM THE ISLAND FREE SCHOOL

Ardeche

CERN

On Island

>PAGE 2

>PAGE 3

>PAGE 4

Another AWE-some week...

For a fifth year staff and pupils at the Island Free School travelled the globe. We report back on
their stories and share some of the comments the pupils have shared with us.

A

s part of activities week, the year 7

way back we took a hydrofoil which was cooling as we

pupils had the chance to go to Italy.

got splashed, even up on the top deck.

While some were slightly nervous to go

On our last day in Sorrento we made some yummy

abroad, the majority were thrilled for such an

gelato. One of the pupils, Ruby L, had to scoop the ice

experience:

– cream out of the machine...not an easy task! Another

When we arrived in Italy, it was absolutely

pupil in the group had to drink a glass of lemon juice.

boiling so we decided to have a dip in the hotel’s pool.

Overall the session was quite hilarious. We then got two

Although it was cool in the pool, many dreaded putting

free scoops of delicious gelato of our choice from the

on their swim hats as they made us all look like eggs!

counter. We had some free time for souvenir shopping

We were fortunate enough to have a day excursion

in the streets of Sorrento and a lot of the group bought

to Pompeii, developing our understanding of the life

lots of lemons. Including Seb Z who ate the lemon

style of the Pompeiians. We were surprised about the

whole, skin and all!

size and layout of the town. This was followed by a

We think that the trip was extremely fun, the vast

long trek up Mt. Vesuvius, where we peered down the

majority of the pupils enjoyed it and will remember it

crater of the dormant volcano.

for many years. Amazing memories were made and we

Going to Capri was an amazing opportunity for us

owe a huge thank you to all of the staff that made this

all. From the intricate designs of the gardens, to the

trip possible and helped us to enjoy it fully.

spectacular view of the Bay of Naples. The water was all
different shades of blue, including teal, turquoise and

Viva L’Italia!

B y Zara M, Lauren K and Ruby L

patches of dark blue. To get to the gardens we used the
funicular where we sat opposite a group of Italian nuns
in traditional habits in the boiling hot weather! On the

Sail away,
sail away, sail
away...

M

edina Valley Centre is hidden deep

the boats and were out on the water with just

down in the industrial estate in

enough wind to sail. Unfortunately the weather

Newport, past the cycle path, beside

had other plans for us and within minutes of

the River Media - a surprisingly beautiful location.

setting off from the dock we seemed to be

We met our instructors for the week, Elie and

motionless...then the heavens opened and it

Ben who looked after us. On the first day we

poured and poured and poured. No one minded

learnt how to rig a Pico Laser - a one or two

as we played games chasing (very slowly) rubber

person dinghy and we were out on the water by

ducks, throwing plastic balls and trying (usually

lunchtime! The wind was really strong that first

unsuccessfully), not to hit each other in the light

day and after two people nearly capsized, our

winds.

instructors decided to pair us up.

Our last day came all too quickly – with games

T

he next day we got onto the water early

in the morning and then learning the rules of

and started to practice our steering, playing

racing, shouting starboard, tack and sailing like

some games to help us steer without

pros. The whistle blew for the first race; two boats

hitting each other! Later on we learnt how to

capsized on the start line then two more got stuck

capsize and, more importantly, get ourselves back

in the seaweed; five long minutes later Ms Travers

in the boat. We were tacking faster (turning) our

successfully crossed the start line!

boats and vaguely going in the right direction and
we could rig our boats without help. By the end of

“The whole week was super fun, we practised

Tuesday we had all passed the RYA (Royal Yachting

capsizing in the water which was awesome, I

Association) Stage 1.

would totally recommend it” - Ty R

The following day was a bit colder, but we rigged
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WELCOME

Okehampton Aredèche

Thank you all for another packed year
at TIFS. As you know, our first ever
cohort have now moved on and we
eagerly await their GCSE results. My
personal thanks must, as always, go
to the staff for their incredible efforts
throughout the year, to all the parents
who support us in everything we are
trying to achieve for our our children,
and to our fabulous pupils for making
this such a great place to work. I hope
you all have a fantastic summer and
I look forward to seeing everyone in
September.

Mr Boyd,
Headmaster

theislandfreeschool.org
admin@theislandfreeschool.org
01983 857641

F

orty-five pupils from Year 7, and 4 teachers
went on an activities trip to the Manor
House Hotel in Okehampton, Devon. Over
the course of 4 days, we crammed in over 30
activities, starting with a Scavenger Hunt around
the massive site and finishing with basketball
and target bowls. Pupils were divided into four
groups, Celts, Romans, Spartans and Vikings and
competed to score points for their teams in ten
different sports, three different craft activities,
air rifle and pistol shooting, archery, dance
workshops (which we recorded for posterity!)
and walks on Dartmoor. We also found the time
for a movie night, roller disco and time in the
fun house and game zone at the hotel! Meal
times were very popular with a massive buffet
for breakfast, lunch and dinner, serving different
foods every day. We had our own dining room,
which was lucky for our less talented archers who
had to shoot for their cutlery one lunchtime - no
names, but someone had to eat their whole lunch
with only two teaspoons! We finished up with
a certificate ceremony to celebrate some of the
success from the week; some serious, some silly
and made it back just in time for the boat back.
Final scores were: Vikings - 53 points, Spartans 67 points, Romans - 73 points and Celts
“Lots of activities, a very fun week” Harry C

T

hirty-six pupils in year 8 pupils visited The
Ardèche in the south of France for Activities
Week. The 9 day trip saw pupils engage in
outdoor adventure activities such as rock climbing,
kayaking, raft building, night line, river trek and high
ropes. Pupils were also able to experience French
culture when they visited the local town of Vallon and
the historical landmark of Pont D’Arc.The highlight
of the trip had to be a two day descent down the
Ardèche River. In pairs, they navigated their way
down the 26km route, aiming to tackle the rapids
in their path. All pupils successfully completed the
descent and an overnight stay at a bivouac site
sleeping under the stars.
It has been fantastic to see Year 8 pupils
push themselves to new limits, build effective
communication with others and work efficiently
as part of a team. Miss Sheen, Miss Rhead, Mrs
Grist and Mr Brett fully immersed themselves in the
activities on the trip and everyone was a credit to
our school.
”I loved doing the rock jumps and the high ropes”
- Isla H

Cairngorns - To the top

A

fter braving the 4am ferry, Year 8s took a 13-hour journey to their lodgings in Scotland. It was a tough
trip, but once pupils had arrived they enjoyed a five night stay in luxury lodges, all of which included
a hot tub and a sauna. On the first day, everyone went reindeer feeding and took a walk around the
loch. This day then concluded with hail, which annoyed both pupils and teachers equally.
Over the next few days, the lodges split off and did separate activities, including a RIB ride around Loch
Ness (we didn’t find any monsters), a morning of dolphin watching (in which one of the groups actually saw
dolphins), and a free day where the pupils went shopping and took a trip to the Highland Wildlife Park. On
the final day, everyone set off on a hike up Mt. Cairngorm. The weather was, unfortunately, not in our favour,
but every member of the team made it to the top successfully. The pupils were rewarded after their hard
work with a round of hot chocolate and shortbread biscuits.
After a tiring journey back to the island, everyone made it back home in one piece. Thank you to Mr Williams,
Miss Allman and all of the other staff for making the trip to Scotland so memorable, everybody who went
enjoyed the opportunity very much.

By Macey H and Toby H
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Mamma mia!

Y

ear 8 and 9 enjoyed a theatrical extravaganza during Activities week!
Monday was school based, where we explored set design by creating
mood boards and set models. Tuesday we set off to London’s West
End for 3 days; we participated in two workshops at the famous Pineapple
Studios led by West End professionals, had a backstage tour at the iconic
National Theatre. We had the pleasure of watching Aladdin, Wicked and
School of Rock! On our return from London, Friday was again school based,
and we created a range of theatrical make-up designs from the productions
we had watched that week. We had an incredible and entertaining time!
“A fun filled week that we couldn’t fault”
Iris L

CERN

Awe...
Vienna

Winter Photo Competition results

T

he Year 9 trip to Vienna was a

Schiele. There was so much to see here but

fantastic experience for everyone.

we found the time to visit the Historical

We left late on Sunday night for a

Museum and the Mumok gallery of modern

7am flight from Gatwick. Everything went

art too. As well as catching trains and

to plan and we arrived in a very warm

trams, we also did a lot of walking! In the

Vienna before lunch time. Dropping our

evening, we watched a live performance

bags off at the hotel we went straight into

of the opera ‘Aida’ broadcast on the wall of

the city centre, visiting the impressive

the opera house. Amazing!

Stephansdom Cathedral. This seemed like
an oasis of calm after our journey from
the UK. During the afternoon we returned
to the hotel for a rest before heading out
again for some delicious ice cream.

O

T

hursday was our last full day and
we took a walk along the River
Danube to the house of the artist

and ecologist Hundertwasser. He didn’t
believe that straight lines should be part of

n Tuesday, we caught the

design,so the house is full of curves and is

underground out to the beautiful

very colourful. Hundertwasser’s art is also

Belvedere Palace, built in the 18th

bright and optimistic, inspired by nature

Century and now home to a wide variety of

and ideas about how people could live in

art works, including the largest collection

more harmonious surroundings.

n Wednesday, we spent time at

A

Haus der Musik, an interactive

choir from the USA. It was an inspiring and

music centre where we were able

fabulous end to a wonderful week.

of paintings by Gustav Klimt. We were all
busy with our cameras and phones when
we saw his most famous picture, ‘The Kiss’.

O

lthough Friday was our day to
return home, we managed to fit in
a visit to St Peter’s Church, where

there was a free concert by a brilliant

to conduct a virtual orchestra and learn
about how we understand sound. There

“It was a lovely location and = we had a

were also rooms dedicated to different

bundle of fun”

Viennese composers. It was totally

Megan C

fascinating. We also explored the Museum
Quarter before a tour of the Leopold
Museum. The tour focused on the works of
Klimt and the Expressionist painter Egon

P
I

upils from year 9 visited the lakeside city of Geneva for an
action-packed few days for Activity Week.

t all began with a day of travelling followed by a bit of a
paddle and splash in Lake Geneva. The second day included
fantastic sites of the botanical gardens, many wonderful plants
from around the world, and the main event of the trip. Pupils
were taken to CERN, the largest particle research laboratory in
the world. They were treated to a lecture by a CERN research
physicist talking through the ins and outs of the LHC (large Hadron
collider) a 30km particle accelerator, smashing subatomic particles
together at close to the speed of light to try and understand the
origins of matter and the universe. The pupils got to visit the
control centres for two detectors used in the LHC, one on the ISS
(international space station) and the other used on the ground
in France. Later in the trip pupils also travelled by boat across
the lake to visit the old town of Geneva and the Natural History
Museum. In the afternoon they went to visit the History of Science
Museum. The evening was spent walking along the banks of Lac
Leman with a picnic in the park. The final day saw pupils travel by
tram to the animal park to see various birds and wildlife. All the
pupils represented the school fantastically and several members of
the public commented positively on their attitude and behaviour
whilst we were there.
“ An exciting week that I would recommend to the younger
pupils”
Harry P

