DECEMBER 2017

THE LATEST NEWS FROM THE ISLAND FREE SCHOOL

Surf Stars

Christmas
Britton

Code
Break

>PAGE 2

>PAGE 3

>PAGE 4

See Better Lear!
Every year Mrs Steele and
Miss Allcock come together to
recreate one of Shakespeare’s
marvellous plays with the
pupils. This year they decided
to perform King Lear, which is
a famous tragedy.

T

he cast of the Shakespeare’s Schools
Festival worked hard through the
Summer and October half term holiday,
going to rehearsals and learning lines!
The build-up of the production had much
Shakespraeian power over the cast and
made everyone full of excitement!
Our very own Salve reporter was a part of
this exciting venture and tells us about the
day:
“On Thursday 10th November the cast of
King Lear met in the theatre to rehearse
before going to Medina. After getting to
Medina the pupils had a Tech and Dress
rehearsal where the other schools watched
our performance. After watching the other
school’s dress rehearsal, we went to get
our hair and makeup done! We found out

that our performance would be on first out
of three and the nerves really kicked in!
Backstage the adrenalin was high and then…
we took to the stage! Everyone did incredibly
well and we smashed it, well done everyone
who took part! Look out for our write up on
the Lord of the Flies performances in our next
issue...			
By Amber W

Hockey Festival O
Festival

Quotes from our staff about the
performance:
“Spellbinding” Miss Kerley
“A credit to the school” Mr Wright
“The pupils did a tremendous job with
difficult subject matter, a mature and
enthralling performance” Mr Teague

n 7th October TIFS Girls Hockey team went to Lord Wandsworth College to compete in
several matches against a plethora of private boarding schools from across the South
of England. Both Team A and Team B did exceptionally well, with most players exerting
themselves to an impressive degree and leaving themselves breathless by the time the whistle
blew.The B- team performed amazingly, with most games either won or drawn, and the
same applies to A team. A total of only 3 games were lost by TIFS, which demonstrates how
superbly our teams played.Overall, the festival was a huge success and I know that I enjoyed
it immensely. I can’t speak for the entire team, but for me it was a great experience, giving me
the opportunity to improve my hockey skills.Special mentions go to the following players:
A Team – Megan T for great defending, Rosie N and Bailey S for demonstrating good team
skills.
B Team – Poppy J for scoring, Vicki B for defending well and Honor S for brilliant playing
upfront. 								By Bianka A
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WELCOME

Open Day

This half term has been so
incredibly busy I hardly know
where to begin.
What I can say with some pride
is that each year of each pupil’s
time at TIFS is now developing
a clear and distinct purpose.
Whether settling into life at TIFS
in year 7, building toward GCSE
options in Year 8, the first steps
along the path to external exams
in year 9 or broadening horizons
as we contemplate life after TIFS
in year 10. Such unerring focus
can only bode well for the future.

Mr Boyd,
Headmaster

O

n 14th October, almost sixhundred parents and children
attended the marvellous
Open Day. Every department held a
separate event for attendees to enjoy
and participate in, each giving an
impression of the lessons taught at
school. The languages department
put on a Latin Kahoot and set up
board games around the classroom;
while French created a wonderful
French-style buffet. History were busy
examining a plague victim, while music
set up bands around the school to

exemplify the school’s musicality. Cake
and refreshments were served in the
hall, from where the queue for treats
extended out of the school building!
By Hallam S

Music Stars

Surf Stars

W

e sent a Salve correspondent
to interview three pupils about
their recent flute exams and
ask for some advice about taking
music exams. Amy took her grade four,
alongside Isobel on grade seven and
Jess on grade five.
We have narrowed it down to the
following helpful tips:

theislandfreeschool.org
admin@theislandfreeschool.org
01983 857641

Carol Service

T

his year’s carol service took
place on Tuesday 5th of
December and it was held
at All Saints Church in Ryde, the
biggest church on the Island!
We held two services due to the
sheer number of pupils.The Free
Sound collective put in stellar
performances and the choir showed
us their vocal skills. A special
mention goes to Eva W, Emily C
and Ada K-S for their stunning
acapella performance. Well done.
By Amber W

T

his terms Surf Stars are Molly
P and Aimee N. Aimee has
incredible stability in stand-up
paddle boarding and Molly has literally
been riding through the waves.The
girls have both faced fears and built
confidence. Well done!
Contribution by Mrs Riches

-Practise for an hour a day,
-Ask for improvements from parents
and teachers,
-Focus on your weaker points
-Perform in front of an audience,
-Advance your sight-reading skills,
because the exam requires you to play
an unprepared piece,
-Focus on dynamics, tempo and
expression,
-Finally, on the day, try and relax!
By Amber W
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TEACHERS IN
THE HOT SEAT
Mr Britton, Teacher of History and RE.
Do you love or hate marmite?
Love!

Christmas Shoeboxes

F

or the first time ever, TIFS has taken part in the Rotary
Club’s Shoe Box appeal.
Dozens of us took the time to fill a shoe box with a
collection of small gifts, wrap it up and send it out to those less
fortunate in Albania, Montenegro, Moldova and Romania.
We contributed a selection of shoeboxes, each aimed at a
particular age category of child: 1-3 years, 4-7 years, 8-11 years
and 12-15 years (all with specific requirements for girls and
boys).
Rotary is a worldwide voluntary organisation of business and
professional people who are dedicated to ‘Service over self’,
helping others throughout the world.
The choice of small gifts we included in our show boxes
included: educational items, gloves, scarves, socks (to keep
them warm), toothpaste, toothbrush, hair accessories (more
aimed at girls than boys) and wide toothed combs.

What’s your favourite joke?
What did one snowman say to the other?
Can you smell carrots…
If you could teach any other subject, what would it be?
Music so I can sing to people.
Birthday or Christmas?
Christmas!
What’s your favourite riddle?
Don’t like them.
If you could go back in time to any historic time period, what
would it be?
Definitely the Roman period.
Where in the world would you most like to visit?
China
By Amber W

By Amber W

Dickens Day

O

n Friday 17th November,
selected pupils from years 8,9
and 10 - who are gifted and
talented in English, History or both
- were invited to attend a day trip to
London to learn about Charles Dickens,
and what his life would have been like.
It was an early start for most in order
to arrive in London before midday, but
there was no time to be tired as there
was still a busy day ahead. Once they
arrived in London, they were whisked
on a tour of Dickensian London to visit
the sites that would have been most
important to Charles Dickens himself.
By Emily D

Author Visit

O

n Friday 13th October, 20
pupils from the school’s
Gifted and Talented in English
program took part in a workshop
with published author, Sarah Holding.
Sarah has written a trilogy of cli-fi
books, designed to educate children
and young adults about the issues
that climate change poses to the
modern world. Her three books
are entitled SeaBean, SeaWar and
SeaRise. The visit was viewed as an
opportunity for pupils to learn about
the effort and dedication that goes
into writing and publishing a book.
She read from one of her books
to take the pupils on a journey to
St Kilda, an island off the coast of

Scotland to meet the protagonist
Alice and her time-travelling sea
bean. The author explained the
origins of her story, beginning with
a sea bean pod that grows in large
forests, and showed how it grew into
the entire published trilogy. The day
wasn’t just about learning the ropes
though. After reading a section from
her book, each pupil was able to try
their hand at writing a continuation of
Sarah’s book. She was able to offer
professional help to improve upon
the storyline and ideas involved in the
continuation, while still helping to build
each child’s individual style. Overall, it
was an enjoyable day and an exciting
opportunity for all involved. By Emily D
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What music is this?

I

n our last issue we showed you
an image and asked where in
the school it was, we are pleased
to reveal it was the Tuba by the
meeting room along the music
corridor.
This issue we have a new task for
you.Below we have written the
notes to a piece of festive music,
your job is to play the notes on
your chosen instrument and work
out the song. All will be revealed
next issue.
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CROSSWORD SOLVED
Answers from last issue

A

CROSS
3 - Use this room

to process photos? Dark
Room
6 - Place to reflect? Dance
Studi

First Codebreak of the Year
The P.E. Department’s riddle proved easy
for Jessie Walch, who managed to bust
the lock last half-term. I have interviewed
her to see what I could find out about the
code and the prize.
First I asked which department set
the code and what the code was, she
answered: “The P.E. Department set the
code, which was 0090. I solved it with my
dad when I went home and it was about
cricket.” Then I asked what the prize
was and what it is like: “My prize was a
V-R Headset. Wearing it is like being in
a different world! I wasn’t expecting the
prize to be something so great.”
I wonder what the next riddle will be
and who will set it! Good luck.
By Hallam S

9 - Associated with
Remembrance Day?
Memorial
11 - How many years
since the Great War?
Ninety-Nine
13 - We evacuated the
building in under ____
minutes? Four
14 - Biggest section of
Free Sound? Brass

D

OWN
1. The new maths

teacher? Hooper
2. Teaches in room four?
Mrs Bell
4. Thoughts after?
Remembrance
5. The flowers that
grow? Poppy
7. New addition to
lunches? Grab n Go
8. A truce in a war?
Armistice
10. The fields where
they fought? Flanders
12. A sport that can
be played on this site?
Netball
13. Which was the first
house back from the
hike? Flavi

CHRISTMAS
CROSSWORD

RE Day
O

n the Friday before half
term, Year 7s and Year 8s
participated in RE day, which is
a single day where the pupils are
off timetable and do activities
associated with a religion chosen
for them. Year 7 did Greek religion,
and Year 8 did Hinduism, both of
the cohorts had tons of fun!
During the Year 7’s day of
mythology, they made their very
own mythical beasts, made of
several different animals, from
a ferocious dragon or tiger, to a
tiny mouse or snail. All of these
drawings were absolutely brilliant,
but some might argue that their
mythical stories, based of the myth
of Orpheus, were better!
The Year 8s had tons of fun, just
like the Year 7s, but with different
activities, one of them being cutting
out milk bottles to create small
elephants, which was called ‘Fun’,
and ‘A great way do RE’, however,
that was not the only thing they had
a great time doing… they also did
fun Hindu patterns!
Year 9 learned a lot about
Plato’s Cave, the idea of an optical
universe, mind-boggling stuff! This
meant putting on their philosophical
thinking caps in order to explore
some big questions about life!
Year 10 learnt about World
War Two, which was mainly about
bombs. They investigated bombs
that were dropped and how they
affected people, along with how big
they were. They even watched the
film Pearl Harbour to expand their
knowledge of the subject.
By Archie B

