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Amazing
options
Our Year 8 students have
been making some important
decisions about GCSE
options. At our school, we
start on GCSE coursework in
Year 9, giving us a year longer
than they have at many other
schools to study our favourite
subjects in detail.

E

arlier this term, we enjoyed
taster sessions in a variety of
new subjects such as Geology,
Photography and Dance, while
developing our understanding of more familiar
subjects including Music, Drama, Textiles,
Triple Science and PE.
Staff provided advice to help us

SPARKLING
SHOW
We’re delighted to
announce that this year’s
school production is…
drum roll… Peter Pan!
Tinkerbell is already sprinkling
her pixie dust over the school,
as rehearsals get underway.
“It’s going to be a magical
event”, promises Mrs Steele.

understand the links between the subjects
we are considering and future careers.
The school also held an Options Evening
for students and parents. “It was helpful,”
summarised Bede Revert from Year 8. “We
spoke to lots of teachers and discussed our
options in detail.”
Headmaster Mr Boyd commented: “We

are providing all the information and support
that our pupils need to excel in the next
important stage of their education. This is an
exciting time for them – and for us – as we
look forward to a successful future for all our
motivated and hard working students.”
By Alfred Jones and Rachelle Blunden

“All the world is made
of faith, and trust,
and pixie dust”.
JM Barrie, Peter Pan
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WELCOME
Welcome back to another
action packed half term at
The Island Free School.
As I am sure you are all
aware, this is our busiest half
term of the year.
Most of the student body are
busy rehearsing their entries for
the Isle Of Wight Music, Dance
and Drama Festival later in the
term.
We also have rugby, hockey,
cross country and indoor cricket
tournaments for boys and girls in
both year groups.
Amongst all of this we have
even found time to begin
rehearsals for Peter Pan, this
year’s school production.
Have a great half term and
fingers crossed for some
sunshine.

Twickenham
fun

E

arlier this term, 32 students went to watch the England Rugby team train for the
Six Nations Tournament. The PE staff selected a mixture of Year 7 and 8 pupils
for this special experience which took place at the iconic Twickenham ground.
Mr McAllister, who accompanied the pupils on the trip, said: “The Rugby coaches
used microphones so that we could hear what was being said to the players. It was a
great experience for the students to see what elite level coaching is like - and watch
our country’s stars in action!”
As an added bonus, students were able to buy souvenirs at the ground and a lucky
few even got them signed by the players.
By Jack Evans and Ben Orton

Mr Boyd,
Headmaster

theislandfreeschool.org
admin@theislandfreeschool.org
01983 857641

Fab football

C

ongratulations to our Girls’ Football
team who finished second in
the Under 13 Girls’ League after
defeating The Priory School 5-0 in the final
game. Mr McAllister commented: “What a
brilliant achievement. Well done girls!”

Hurrah for hockey
O
n Friday 5th February, our Boys’
Hockey team went to Southampton
to take part in the U14 Hampshire
Championship. The boys drew three games
out of five, playing superbly over three hours
and coming fifth overall.
Mr Milton praised the Year 7 and 8 boys for

their playing and dedication. “Congratulations
to our boys for playing consistently well, over
such a long period of time”, he said. “They
played some outstanding hockey against
some really tough teams and I look forward to
our next matches”.
By Jack Evans and Ben Orton

ALERT! We’ve got lots of sports fixtures coming
up. Make sure you return your permission forms –
and don’t forget your PE kit!
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Day at the Palace

I

n February, Year 8 students went on a trip to see the
Roman Palace at Fishbourne near Chichester. This was to
compliment our Latin studies which are centred around the
Palace and what Roman life was like there.
We looked at the mosaics, including the famous artwork
showing Cupid riding a dolphin. We also toured the gardens,
which have been restored to their former glory; participated in
workshops based around the Roman Legions, weapons and
amour; toured the museum; and spent time in the Discovery
Centre studying artefacts from the excavation.
Rachelle Blunden commented: “It was a fun day and I
learnt a lot!”

We asked Head of Geography
Mrs Walker for her views...
What was your favourite part of
the trip?
Dressing up with Flavi – that was great fun!
What did you learn about?
We learnt about lots of things - like scale armour, coloured
glass, weaving and mosaics. This supports the work that
the students have been doing in Latin and will be really
useful when they start Latin Book 2.

Dressed to kill:
Tommy Blakely and
Eleanor Coward

Did you enjoy the trip?
I really did – and it was lovely to spend a whole day with
Year 8.
By Phoenix Malone, Jake Wade, Charlie McQueen and
Max Thompson

Teacher in
the hot seat
Miss Newnham, Trainee Teacher
We interviewed Trainee Maths
teacher Miss Newnham, who’s
rejoined us after spending time
at another school as part of
her training.

Strings attached

S

tudents in the Arts Award Enrichment group are currently
engaged in an exciting collaboration with the creatives at
Ventnor Exchange. We’re working with Jack and Mhairi
over a number of weeks on a puppetry project that culminates
in a performance of the Japanese folk tale ‘Peach Child.’
Mrs Steele said: “The students are really enjoying learning
new skills and we’re all looking forward to the performance.”

Did you miss us? Of course, I love our school!
How is university going? Really well, I’ve learnt lots already.
What’s your favourite subject? Maths – I love Maths!.
What subjects will you be teaching us? Just Maths to start
with, but I’ll do sporting activities when I can.
What are you looking forward to most this year? Sports
Day… and our school winning lots of sporting events!
By Lucy Townend, Ruby Sampson and Skye Stewart Evans
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NUNTIUS
THE NEWS ROUND-UP

CENTRE
STAGE

T

he spotlight shone on 14 pupils
from our school, when they
performed on stage with the
world-famous Age of Enlightenment
Orchestra. The concert took place at
Southampton’s Turner Sims Concert
Hall – and in our totally unbiased
opinion, our students stole the show!
Our musicians played alongside the
professional orchestra in front of an
auditorium filled with over 500 people,
greatly impressing the conductor and
composer James Redwood. We had
previously travelled over for rehearsals
and composed a piece of music
under his expert guidance.
“I’m so proud of the students and
their creativity was exemplary,” said
Mrs Riches. “It was an amazing
project and I am so grateful to the
Orchestra and Southampton Music
Hub for making this possible.”
Our talented team will now work
on a singing composition with
the Orchestra – and this time, all
250 pupils from the school will be
involved. We just hope that Mr
Williams won’t get lost on the way
this time!
By Shanti Mayne

Handy Latin phrase

EXPECTO
PATRONUM

I await a guardian
Harry Potter fans will recognise this as
the Patronus Charm - this is very advanced
magic and used to ward off the Dementors.

BRIGHT
FUTURE

Roman holiday: our students
outside the Colosseum last May.

W

e’ve got so much to look forward to in May for Activities Week. Year 7s will
either be going to Italy – taking in Vesuvius, Pompeii and Rome – or striving to
get their Silver Expedition Badge on a camping and hiking adventure.
Year 8s will either be heading to the Ardèche in France for a two day canoeing descent
– or off to the Cairngorms in Scotland for activities including whale watching. Plus a mini
Highland Games is being planned for students to win their Gold Expedition Badge.
Have fun, everyone!

NEW STUDENTS

O
TREASURE TRIUMPH

E

arlier this term, Mrs Walker set the
students a fiendish Treasure Chest
challenge. It was based around
the Freshwater Circle - a group of poets,
painters and photographers who lived
on the Island in the 19th Century. It was
very tricky indeed so well done to Year
8’s Leah-Louisa Peace for cracking the
code to open the chest. “It took me two
days to work it out”, said Leah-Louisa. “I
won a telescope and I’m really pleased.”
By Jake Wade, Charlie McQueen
and Max Thompson

NEWSFLASH

L

ast year, we had a great time taking
part in the national BBC School
Report News Day – and we’ll
be turning the school into a newsroom
again on 10th March. The school’s
radio will play an important role as our
students are transformed into journalists,
photographers and video bloggers. “It’s
brilliant and you get a cool lanyard at the
end of it”, commented one student.

n 1st March, it’s National Offer
Day and parents will find out
which secondary school they’ve
been allocated. Yet again, we’re very
oversubscribed, which is a tribute to
everyone’s hard work (staff, pupils, parents,
governors and supporters). If you know
parents who haven’t been successful, please
tell them to stay on the waiting list – and keep
in contact with us, in case a place comes
up. We will be holding a meeting for all new
pupils and parents in April.

GIGAJAM LOWDOWN

O

ur students have now surpassed
10,000 uploads on Gigajam –
putting us at number 6 in the
world rankings! Gigajam is a brilliant online
system which is used to support musical
education with online lessons, progress
reports and exams. Music Teacher Mr
Smith commented: “We’ve got some
very dedicated Gigajammers – and I’m
delighted with everyone’s progress.”

